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Editorial Matters 


Our subscription notice in DB13 did not produce the number of 
renewals, new subs, and financial contributions we had hoped for. 
From personal expecieace we know that procrastination was probably the 
major culprit. We hope that this time the sight of red ink on your 
address label will propel you to your checkbook, where you will do 
what duty requires and mail out the check forthwith. 


This issue contains the concluding installment of Comrade Fitz's 
"Pinocchio at the Unemployment Office." We suggest that readers who 
weote to as expcessing their enjoyment of the satire write to Comrade 
Fitz at 5788 Waterman, St. Louis, MO 63112, urging him to have it pub 
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ished as a pamphlet. The DB's publication of it as filler in widely 
separated issues as we needed it, certainly didn't so it justice. 


Also soaciad:1 ia this issae is Comrade Perry's three-part 
article, "The 1967-70 Split in the SLP." If all goes as planned, the 
concluding installment of "The Socialist Labor Party Revisited" will 
appear ia ABIS. Tt will cover events from 1968 to the present. The 
oaly cemainiag long article we have to serialize is Comrade Otter's 
"Najeon and Anarchism Part III: DeLeon's Potential Contribution to 
Widlec Anarchist Theocy." The subject, we believe, is ideal for a 
forum like ours pledged to explore "third force” socialism. 


But the slaff tai makea 4 Tisaussion bulletin is the shorter 
letters and articles. We hope all readers will feel the urge to take 
part in the debates and even to starch a few controvarsies themselves. 
Remember: single space, dark ribbon, and fairly narrow side margins. 
Please try to get maiecial in by the last week in December, when we 
will be pasting up #15 for the printer. 


Frank Girard 
for the Discussion Bulletin Com, 


(cont'd from pack)— 


"Oh, no." The cricket still couldn't move. As Pinocchio disap- 
peared from sight, the cricket whispered, "Do you think we did 
the right thing?” 


"What do you mean, ‘the right thing'?"” the Good Fairy asked. 
"Unleashing that puppet on the American working class." 


"That's not a puppet,'’ the Good Fairy replied. "That's a real 
revolutionary.” 


SUihaiteuse ca whiaitesas 


"It's like this, cricket. You worry too much about always saying 
things just the right way. I guess all revolutionary con- 
sciences do. But, if you're gonna let people know what you 
really feel, sooner or later you're gonna say something thet 
someone thinks is whacko. That's the breaks. Did I ever tell 
yeu about the rubber plant I worked at in Ohio? Well, it didn't 
happen in the rubber plant. It happened outside the rubber 
plant. Or, in the bowling alley outside of the rubber-plant. 
I got tired of bowling the same way every night; so, one time I 
went in this get up. A lot of people didn't like it. Some were 
pretty hacked off. But, others knew where I was at and didn't 
want anyone to bug me. To make a long story short, everyone put 
up with me, more or less. I even met a few guys who always won- 
dered what 2 Good Fairy was like. I guess what I'm saying is 
this. If those rubber werkers could take the Good Fairy, then 
traybe workers at Finecchio'’s office car handle a real revolu- 
tionary." 

THE END 
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A Postscript 


To clarify matters, I wish to append a note to my letter appearing in DB 13 
(September 1985) treating of Samuel Leight's objection to the use of the word 
government when applied to a Socialist society. 

It is true that government implies authority. Referring to Webster's Dictionary, 
I found that authority not only denotes power but also means "a decision taken as a 
precedent; an individual cited or appealed to as an expert." I shall, therefore, 
cite an authority without my causing anyone to subjuyated. I refer to Frederick 
Engels, who wrote an essay, On Authoritywhich, p fished in 1874 in an Italian 


periodical, Almanacco Republicano. 
Engels opens his discourse: "A number of Socialists have latterly launched 


a regular crusade against what they call the Brincipie ef authority ...Now, since 
the two words sound bad and the relationship which they represent is disagreeable 
to the subordinated party, the question is to ascertain whether there is any way 
of dispensing with it, whether -~ given the conditions of present-day society -- 
we could not create another social system in which this authority could be given 
no scope any longer and would consequently have to disappear.” 

Engels continues along the same course: "Everywhere combinewd action, the 
complication of processes dependent upon each other, displaces independent action 
by individuals. But whoever memtions combined action speaks of organization; now 
is’ it possible to have organization without authority? 

"Supposing a social revolution dethroned the capitalists, who now exercise 
their authority over production and circulation of wealth. Supposing to adopt 
entirely the point of view of the anti-authoritarians, that the land and instruments 
of labor had become collective property of the workers who use them. Will authority 
have disappeared or will it only have chamnged its form?" 

Engels “ offers an example of a spinning mill. He brings to our attention that 
cotton passes through six operations before it is converted into thread. To keep the 
machines going requires mechanics and an engineer. "Particular questions," writes 
Engels, arise in each room at every moment concerning the mode of production, 
distribution od materials, etc., which muist be sttled at once on pain of seeing 
all production immediately stopped; whether they are settled by decision of a 
delegate placed at the head of each branch of labor,or, if possible, by a majority 
vote, the will of a single individual will always have to subordinate itself, 
which means questions ardsettled in an authoritarian way." 


Frederick Engels expresses his conclusion: "When I submitted arguments like these 
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to the most rabid anti-authoritarians the only answer they were able to give me 
was the following: Yes,that's true, but here it is not a case of authority which we 
confer on our delegates, but a commission entrusted! These gentlemen think that 
when they have changed the name of things they have changed the things themselves. 
This is how these profound thinkers mock at the whole world." 


There is no need for me to expand upon the last lines, for they are self- 
explanatory. 
Louis Lazarus 


Dear Comrades: 


It has been difficult for me to read for many years due to 
limited eye-sight. The "exercises in futility" which recurred in 
the Discussion Bulletins over "What Is Socialsm?" and how it can 
be achieved have turned me off so that I have read but parts of 
a few Bulletins and no longer have taken part in debates as to 
whether Socialist Society is square or round, flat or obtuse, 
The limited life span has induced me to devote all my time to a- 
wakening workers to the need to get the exploiting ruling classes 
of the twentieth century off their backs--both corporate interna- 
tional despots and state despots. The thrust has to be:to awaken 
workers to brush away false allegiances to worn out institutions 
and habits of thoughts which enslave them. 


The question of social order and of organization has come up 
repeatedly and in a diversionary manner in the Bulletins. Govern- 
ment has been a stumbling block because the word implies governors 
and those who may be governed by governors. That concept stands 
in the way of the concept of society governing its affairs which 
is the essence of the Industrial Republic which will be a democrat-— 
ic government over the affairs of society which will assure equal- 
ity of rights "without hereditary or arbitrary differences in rank 
or in privileges." 


Fraternally, 


Ralph Muncy 
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Dear foll§ around the Discussion Buletin, 


I've wanted to write to you for some time now and tell you 
that I think the Buletin is senerally a good idea and that I hope it 
can facilitate an open communication on the issues facines the 
working class today. T hope there will be an open 
honest and intellerent controntation of differences in its pares. 
The "libertarian millieu" here in North America seems for the 
most part to be made up of people wishing to take refuse in 
dated and useless ideologies rather than face up to the harsh realities 
of modern capitalism and class struggle. 


It is in this spirit that I'm sending you these two article. 
I senerally agreed with the criticism of the that is Socialism? 
leaflet made by the person from the Socialist Party of Great Britian. 
Also I think that the authors of the leaflet are really missing 
something to say that T.V.'s and automobiles will still be produced 
after a successful social revolution. I don't think that 
authentic socialism or communism or whatever you wish to call it 
mean this way of life only with labor-time vouchers instead of 
the wage system and the commodity economy. 

In "=urope where there is a sreater frequency of generalization 
and violense in class conflicts a lot cf people have faced up to the 
fact that unions are anti-working class ,capitalist organizations. 
The article, ‘Miners! Learn from your wives!sives an excellent perspective 
on some aspects of the recently defeated miner’s strike in Britian. 
It is from the revolutionary proup ‘Jildcat in Vanchester, =neland. 
“ildeat's address is: Wildeat c/o Raven Press 8-10 Great Ancoats St. 
Manchester M4 England. 


Against the bosses, the unions, and the state, 
GM 
Keith Sorel 


I should make a correction of our article on communism. The statement 
about communism and socialism heins first proposed in the 

workers' movement in the early 19th century is totally mistaken. 
Sommunism/or anarchyv,9r whatever) is an ase-old dream, and a 
communist perspective was present in the uprisins of Spartacus, 


the medieval peasant jacqueries, 
in 2usSia, and amon Jinstanleys 


Saciism jivil” war, 


Have You Checked Your 


Socialism, communism and capitalism are 
among the most misused words in the world. 
They all refer to social systems which should 
historically develop out of one another, at 
least theoretically. In this period of crisis, 
with its potential for massive social change, 
a clarification of terms is necessary for us 


if we are to obtain clear visions of the future. 


Soctalism 1s a word whose root {fs society. 
It originally referred to a way of living In 
which all the means of producing our needs 
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would be controlled by soctety as a whole. 
This would entail the free association of the 
world's people, with every associate a co-owner 
of the entire world's vast array of resources, 
natural and human made. The global community 
would collectively make decisions on matching 
their needs with available resources. This 
would mean the end of wage labor, i.e. the 
selling of one’s abitity to work in order to 
gain access to social wealth, an end to separ- 
ate nations and enterprises, an end to money 


and all forms of exchange. Once such social 
relations were to mature, becoming an uncon- 
scious element of daily activity, earth would 
become a big commune, and its way of living 
aould be known as communism. 


Capital is a social relation, a relation 
between people expressed through things. 

Goods were exchanged in previous social systems 
although the scope of exchange was much more 
limited and fits occurrence much less frequent. 
But in capitalism, labor power becomes a 
commodity, something to be bought and sold. 
Workers sell their available time in return 
for the money needed to reproduce themselves 
as workers, In return, those few who own or 
control the means of production and/or invest- 
ment funds, be they corporate owners or state 
bureaucrats, obtain control over the workers‘ 
time and emergy, and thus can require thea to 
produce beyond their needs, The capitalists’ 
control of the products means that by selling 
them, they can potentially draw a profit from 
the surplus (beyond expenses) which jis thereby 
produced. Some of this profit is used for 
their own consumption and vital but unproduc- 
tive expenses, such as running the government 
and keeping track of money. But profits are 
primarily for reinvestment in profit-making 
activity. This is how investments grow. And 
growth 1s capital's reason for living, its 
ultimate priority, even if growth requires war. 

Capital's survival, as well as its potential 
overthrow, depend on the working class. This 
social class includes al] who own little except 
their labor power, their capacity to perform 
work, Many of these are wage slaves. Others, 
like housewives, conduct tasks necessary to 
maintain the workforce withogt being paid. 
Others are being trained to sell themselves, 
e.g. students, And others, languishing on the 
margins of socfety, cannot be used at all. 

The working class not only produces a1] 
wealth which exists in usable form, but also 
enriches and empowers the owners/controllers 
of capital. The workers’ activity exhausts 
them, while strengthening the impersonal forces 
which dominate their lives. Their own creative 
energies are transformed into a seemingly alfen 
entity, capital, which stands ever taller and 
more imposing, and confronts them as a "given" 
fact of life, like the weather. Outside work, 
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activities like commuting and passive enter- 
tainment reinforce our roles as workers for 
capital. Even when survival is not in question, 
@ wage slave's life is a bor{ng treadmill coa- 
pared with the passionate creative lives we 
could be living within a different social 
Structure. This is the essence of exploitation, 
which most people think of as low wages and 
other obvious injustices. 

In their effort to ensure continued growth 
of their capital, the ruling elite throughout 
the world are driven by the dynamics of global 
competition (as well as greed) to get the most 
out of their labor forces, to substitute 
machines where possible, and to get people to 
act like machines when this ts unfeasible. 

This has Ted to social conflicts since the 
bloody beginnings of capital, as workers were 
forced to take drastic action to protect their 


living standards. 
Socialism and communism were first proposed 


as goals by activists in the working class K 
movement of the early 19th century. They 
believed class conflicts would escalate, and 
would present the working class with both an 
Opportunity and a necessity to tear down the 
social structure and live differently. Marx 
and most of his contemporaries saw socialism 
and communism as arising out of the ensuing 
social conflict. mong others, Marx insisted 
the workers themselves must make the revolution. 
He saw his theoretical work as providing the 
movement with analytical tools to help it 
teach its goal, “the abolition of the wages 
System”, 

By the end of the 19th century, the movement 
had degenerated, in part because of capitalism's 
apparent success in solving its perfodic crises 
of overproduction (depression). Most prominent 
socialists came to redefine socialism as an 
evolutionary process aficse sim vas the redis- 
tribution of money. In their view, a party 
made up of intellectuals and experts, f.e. 
themselves, would take over the government, 
and gradually have the state acquire contro] 
of the means ef production in soctety’s name. 

The equation ef society with the state, 
an institution whose very purpose {fs class 
oppression, was and {s a self-serving position 
of power-hungry bureaucrats known today as 
social democrats. They still staff parties 
the world over which are self-labeled soctatist 
{and even communist). Like the openly pro- 
capitalist parties, these parties’ turns at 
state power have always meant austerity for 
the working classes, centralization of power, 
and the uphelding of the “national interest 
in comercial and military combat with other 
states.: After all, thefr acquisition of power 
simply means they become controllers of the 
national capital. A perfect example of this 
is the Mitterand governmant in France.fsee p 7) 

With the 1910's, the capitalist crisis 
came back worse than ever, in the form of the 
first global depression and a subsequent world 
war, Many split off from the social democrats 
who generally supported the various national 
war efforts. Among these were people like 
Lenin and Trotsky, who agreed with the concept 
of socialism as state control, but dismissed 
the idea of peaceful evolution. They thus 


favored an elite and relatively secretive party 
whose afm was to lead the workers to socialism 
by seizing state power. They admired mass 
production, scientific management and the dis- 
cipline of the factory, and therefore modeled 
their party on the basis of industrial 
hierarchy. 


dain to my worth from | 
“Socialism is nothing but state 
capitalist monopoly made to bene 

fit the whole peop ke” 


Also: “Unquestioning submission to 
@ s0gle will 7 absolutely necessery 
for the success of labour processes 

- today the Revolution demands, 


in the interests of socialism, that 

the masess obey the single will of 

the leaders of the labor process.” 
—V.1. Lenin, Selected Works 


Where the vanguards have seized power, as 
in the Sovfet Union, Cuba, Angola and so-called 
socialist states, state capitalism reigns. 
Material survival of sorts Ts guaranteed in 
return for draconian controls over every fea- 
ture of daily life. The state ts just as 
demanding of hard work and low pay as private 
bosses. And, since state capitalist entities 
are ultimately managed by the world market 
(just like IBM and Exxon), they are getting 
incorporated into the global debt structure 
and making deals with multi-nationals. Many 
multf-national executfves have been attracted 
by the prospect of a stable (strike-free) 
workforce and favorable investment terms in 
places like Zimbabwe (Citicorp Bank), Bulgaria 
{Pizza Hut--Pepsi), and China (Volkswagon). 


In the U.S., the vanguards are broken up 
into small, warring sects. They organize 
support campaigns for all sorts of struggles 
except the war against wage labor. They use 
guilt-tripping and peoples’ desire for immedi- 
ate action to recruit troops for their machines. 
Their achievement of substantial influence, 
Tet alone state power, is unlikely, but they 
can divert and confuse (not to mention give 
revolution a bad name). 

An updated distortion of socialism is the 
prevalent view within the American left, as 
exemplified by Berkeley's congressperson 
Ron Dellums, “socialist” writer Michael 
Harrington, and the Citizens Party. They see 
socialism as the ownership of each enterprise 
by a workers’ cooperative, the break-up of 
large enterprises, and support for smal? ones, 
nationalization of some sectors, and coordina- 
tion of the whole mixture by state planners. 
In other words, they propose to deal with the 
problems of "free" market (dog-eat-dog compe- 
tition) and inefficient state contro] by 
combining the worst features of both. 

But workers’ control and/or ownership of 
an enterprise does little to relieve the market 
pressures which all companies face--outcompete 
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rivals or go under. Workers in a Co-op situa- 
tion often resort to speeding themselves up, 
cutting their own wages, even laying themselves 
off, so the enterprise has a chance to survive. 
And forcing companies to become and/or stay 
small does very little to improve their competi- 
tiveness. In the meantime, state regulators 
will have tremendous difficulties reconciling 
their need to centralize decisfon-making with 
the decentralized co-op ownership pattern, 
Besides, any effort at planning the economy 
would quickly find that the U.S. fs merely a 
part of a world mechanism, and beyond its 
borders, other plans are in effect. Unfortu- 
nately, this ball of confusion 1s what the 
media presents as “socialism”. 
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No wonder the meanings of words have been 
distorted, But all is mot lost. The true 
weaning of socialism has been articulated in 
word and practice throughout the last century. 
The anarchist movement, an element of the early 
socialist movement, is currently experiencing 
a global resurgence. It has consistently con- 
tested the legitimacy of state power and 
authoritarian socia} structures, Soctfalists 
such as Rosa Luxembourg, Anton Pannekoek, 
Sylvia Pankhurst, Paul Mattick and Guy Debord 
have kept alive the concept of socialism as 
the ebolition ef wage slavery and the estab- 
lishment of a global community. And in cone 
case after another, movements have arisen which 
have challenged the very nature of existing 
social relations. For perfods of up to a year, 
workers established social contro} of productive 
resources in places like Spain, Russia, Polaad, 
Italy, Germany, Brazil, China, Canada and even 
the U.S. (the Seattle General Strike of 1919). 
In many more instances, people have contested 
social control, And currently, with a new world 
depression, we see a new wave of rebellion, 

As Rosa Luxemburg showed, capitalism is 
itself the “transitional stage" between av) 
previous forms of society and the beginning 
of what Marx called “really human history"-- 
the history of freely associated human 
individuals, infinitely rich in their diver. 
sity but beyond all divistons into classes 
and nations. 

Most of those who call themselves leftists 
dismiss the possibility of an anti-authoritarian 
anti-capitalist transformation. This {s usually 
due to a mixture of a lack of understanding of 
capftalism and socialism, cynicism about human 
nature and a déSire for power, After all, many 
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“activists” are college grads who have merely 
shifted their career ambittons to new fields. 
A social insurrection will neither be 
televised nor led by the nose. More likely, 


and factortfes tn May, 1968; and when young 
black, white, and Asian proles drove the cops 
out of their neighborhoods and proceeded to 
redistribute goods {nm Engtand during the Summer 


the leaders will scrambie to catch up to the of 1981, When the various autonomous movements 


"{gnorant masses", They were left behind 

when Russian workers set up workers’ councils 
(soviets) in 1905 and factory committees in 
1917; when French students and workers conduc- 
ted a general strike and occupation of campuses 


MINERS! LEARN 
FROM YOUR WIVES! 


Introduction. 


Throughout the miners' strike revolutionaries have 


around the world begin to cooperate, begin to 
clarify their understanding of the past and 
visions of the future, when they assert their 
collective desires, that'll} be the day capitalism 
will be terminated and socfalism realized, 


Mining camumities and miners families, particularly 


ues i : zi 
insisted that the only way forvard was the one otter hen Conta ee ciececans 


generalisation of the struggle. Hovever strang any 
single section of workers might be, if they remain 
isolated they can't resist the entire strength of 
the capitalist state. Proletarian strength can 
only lie in solidarity and self-organisation. 
Solidarity does not mean charity. It aoes not mean 
simply giving support to workers in struggle. IT 
MEANS MAKING THE STRUGGLE YOUR CWN. It means 
striking together for camnon cemands, because all 
sectiars of the working class conmmmity face a 
common fate under a capitalism in its death throes - 
endless sacrifice. The miners firght failed 
because it failed to achieve the generalisatim 

of solidarity throughout the working class. However 
in ane cracial area the miners did succeed in this. 


The magnificent integration of the peonle of 


Thousands of women are playing a 
vital supporting role in mining 
areas. Without this involvement, 
initiated by the women themselves. 
niners would have been in a far 
weaker position to fight. As a 
woman canteen worker at Parkside 
pit said : “It mustn't be forgotten 
that this strike wouldn't have 
lasted more than three months 
without the self-sacrifice of 
miners’ wives and the participation 
of thousands of women in support 
wroups". 

However, many NUM branches have 
tefused to give money to the 
kitchens. Women from Fitzwilliam 
in Yorkshire say that they haven’ 
had a penny from the union. Othe: 
branches have tried to impose 
strict conditions on the way mone) 
is used in the kitchens, to make 
-ure the women know who's boss. 
Women from Upton Miners’ Support 
Group refused NUM money. They said 
“thye wanted to glve a donation 
on cun@ition that they lh da say 
in the menu: But we're answerable 
to nobody". At Tower Lodge in 
Hirwaun, Wales, NUM offictals 
insisted that £100 collected by the 
women had to go to them instead. A 


miners wife told hew “its like 
working with the Mafia. Terry 
Thomas (Vice-President of South 
Wales NUM) came chasing after the 
money, and I wouldn't have been 
surprised if Neil Kinnock wasn’t 
fac behind". 

When women want to go beyond 
the kitchen sink, and go picketing, 
they have had an even harder time 
of it. At Wistow colliery miners 
thenselves orgainsed a picket of 
a local power station, inviting 
atl! their supporters a@ong. A 
miner described what happened 
“The NUM officials came down 
ind told us to leave becuase the 
pickets had not been organised by 
the NUM and not all the pickets 
were NUM members. They also told 
the female pickets to get back to 
the soup kitchens where they 
belonged. One official went over 
to the police Lines inviting them 
to deal with us as they wished 
because we were nothing to do with 
the NUM". This shows which side 


the NUM is on: 


Militant women want more than 
to be allowed on the picket line. 
They want a say in running the 


for the whole working class in their future struggles. 
First of all it means that the organisation of the 
fight Must ve open to ALL those who make canman 
cause with it. ALL meetings, all picketing, all 
activity, all strike committees and picketing 
committees etc. must be open to ALL. Secondly, thts 
can only be achieved by going against the mions 
and smashing union control. The unions will NEVER 
allow this tyne of generalisation because it 
removes their power base. Therefore the vital 
lessen to understand is that generalization of 
solidarity is inseparable fran self-orgenisatian. 
Tne excellent article from Wildcat whicn WwW are 
reprinting here demonstrates clearly these 
political lessons. 


strike. But despite their support 
and involvement, the wives and 
families of miners are not allowed 
into meetings to discuss the 
strike strategy and tactics. Itc is 
vital that everyone who is active- 
ly supporting the strike is 
treated as equal in taking 
decisions about what to do and how 
to conduct it. Women from a Welsh 
pit village told why they were 
banned from strike committee 
meetings - they had criticised the 
running of the strike, whereas the 
men were afraid to criticise 
“their own’ leaders. 


Why are union officials so 
hostile to women becoming more 
actively involved in the strike? 
This demand challenges the very 
heart of trade unionism. For once 
you let miners’ wives into the 
branch meetings, and elect thea 
onto strike committees, a prece- 
dent is established. Once non- 
miners are allowed to fully 
participate in the strike, the way 
is open for more and more people 
to be drawn into the struggle - 
until what you have is no longer a 
trade union dispute, but « mass 
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strike. In this situation, union 
leaders would lose any special 
claim to authority. They recognise 
this threat to their power. They 
are afraid of women activists who 
bluntly refuse to do what they tell 
them. 
to 'get back to the kitchens’. 


VVomen Pickets 


Women who want to go picketing 
have met other problems. If they 
are the wives of militant miners 
who have already been arrested, 
they are reluctant to risk arrest 
as well, espectally with children 
to look after. There is no reason 
why this should be organised by 
women. Men on strike should take 
their ahare of caring for children 
and let the women go picketing. 
Not just because everyone should 
be involved. But also, women make 
very good pickets. For many, it 
is their First experience of a 
picket line, but they know what 
to do. 

A women's picket of Sutton Manor 
pit in Lancashire where I was 
present, stood out in contrast 
to the usual picket line ritual 


No wonder they tell tke women 


of a few shouts and people generally 


not knowing what's going on. We 


discussed beforehand what we wanted 


to do, and despite being heavily 
outnumbered by the police, we did 
give them a run for their money. 
And they hated it. They just 
couldn't think of enough sexist 
insults to fling at us. There was 
a feeling of solidarity and 
collectivity that comes from 
struggling together. Without the 
union leaders and union traditions 
to tell them how to behave, which 
the men have, women are able to 
simply do what they decide needs 
to be done. 


Wildcat does not support the 
aims of the Greenham movement, but 
pickets can learn from their organ-< 
isation. The women at Greenhas 
Common in 1982 and 1983 had no 
officiais to say what they could 
do. They organised several hundred 
people round an eleven-mile 
perimeter fence at night, keeping 
one step ahead of the police by 
using walkie-talkie radios, organ- 
ising actions through group 


delegates to a small central 


Planning meeting, making sure that 
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all participants knew what was 
going on and everyone was playing 
their part, however small. What 
People in volved in the miners‘ 
‘strike have learnt, that the Green- 
‘ham women never did, is the need to 
Tespond to state violence with our 
own violence. As one miner's wife 
put it: “I've always respected the 
police, but L'll tell you what, 
I‘'Ll watch a bobby being kicked to 
death in the street in the future 
and I'll walk across to the other 
side. They've shown their true 
colours now", 


Fac from being the weakest 
section of the working class, 
unable to fight back against the 
bosses’ onslaught because they 
are unorganised, women have shown. 
time and again that it ia their 
very lack of involvement in the 
organisations that hold men back, 
that enables them ta organise 
themselves and carry out their 
own decisions and actions. This 
puts them at the forefront of the 
working class's struggle. If 
miners are to win, they muat 
learn from their wives and 
mothers, girlfriends and daughters. 
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which rust be the liberterian answer to party hack 
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if he wants to receive it as he is one of two wWSA members here in 


town, 


You ask For comments on yous leaflet. I think you should provide 


answers to 
for dramatic action 


think over. 


to solve our probléss. 
a line--but do try to give some substantial 
Criticize the bureaucrats who give tnose voring speeches 


the guestions you raise and I think you should stress a need 
I'm not saying to lay down 
ideas out which people can 


and guestion their right/ability to speak for anyone out themselves. 
You didn't mentior socialism, militance or action once. Maybe you 
don't have to use those exact words, but you might try getting the 
concepts across more clearly. 


Heck, at least you did something. Let me know what kind of response you 


got. 
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espouse. So far as I know, these exact ideas nave not been current 
since prior to WW I and they are not quite compatable wits fie ideas of 
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the SLP industrial union presentation. I disagree of course, iu 
completely. The socialist case can be understood by anyone with 
an adequate grasp of the language, notwithstanding past and 
present confusions. It is unwise in my opinion to justify 4 
given position, or to put one forward, predicated upon the poss- 
ibility that the recipients may not have the capability to pro- 
perly comprehend another possibly more accurate version. 


Specifically, the "socialism" envisaged by the ‘’orld Socialist 
Party of the U.S. and its Companion Parties will be without 
"eovernments", states, "industrial unions", money, wages and 
labor vouchers. It will be a society operating throughout the 
world in which all human beings will own in common, and demo- 
eraticully control, all the means for producing and distribu- 
ting wealth. As goods and services will be produced and dis- 
tributed solely for use, money will be non-existent. As we 
will all be the common owners of the means of production and 
distribution we will all automatically own what is produced 
and therefore will have the social right of free access to 
satisfy our needs without the restriction of a wages system 
or labor vouchers. 


Te do not have to search for a "familiar word" for "a replace- 
ment" for the term "government". Our concept of socialism gives 
rise to a revolutionary change in the very basis of society as 
compared to that which exists tceday. The democratic Administra- 
tions within socialism are not &« substitute for government or 
the state. They will constitute an entirely new social organi- 
zation in direct relationship to the basis around which the 

new society will revolve -- namely, cormon ownership, produc- 
tion solely for use, and free access in a world-wide community. 


Under capitalism "governments" and "trade unions” not only 
exist but they have an economic base , in addition to their 
own clear connotation. “hen one trensfers these expressions, 
which literally constitute part of the capitalist system of 
society, to a society labelled "socialism" we are in effect 
substituting institutions that form en integral part of the 
uxisting system. In support of this argument consider the 
following statement, with all of its implications: 


"The Socialist Industrial Union organizes euch plant 
of production into ONE union, that is the wnit »ich 
would correspond to the present county. All the units 
in the land that yield the same cutput are combined 
into ONE national union which would corresrond to the 
present state, All the national unions are combined 
into ONE all-embracinsg union, which corresponds to 
the present nation...." De Leon (quoted in S. L. P. 
leaflet "The Industrial Union). 


The proverbial leopards do not change their spots 2nd unions 
(whether they te called trade or industrial and regardiess 
of the "Socialist" appendage) described as per the above quote 


have become herewith an apparatus analogous to a political 
state. To further illustrate the point, in the SLP "Visualized 
Graph of Socialist Industrial Union", the SLP even describe 
the Nationul Executive Committee of the Party as the "govern- 
ment of the future. "hen you add the extra ingredient of 
labor certificates as a recompense for work performed, this 
whole potpourri could well be referred to as & form of state 
capitalism. 


I made no assertion, as stated in the article, that the pro- 
ductive capacity of the world is unlimited. Cr course there 
must be limitations that will receive due recognition. However, 
one should assume that a world population endowed with suffi- 
cient social consciousness to have established socialism, 
equipped with the production know-how previously acquired 
under capitalism, will generate reasonable, nractical 
demands which can be technologically satisfied with com- 
parative ease. This obviously can only be achieved when 

the world is operated as a unit -- an international whole, 
Therefore, to envisage socialism in one country, cr even 

a group of countries, is both inconesivable and impractical. 


The article states, " It also seems reasonable to think that 
in North America, at least, our class will feel comfortadle J 


with the national boundaries of the 1.S. as the geogranhical 
unit within which they organize socialism." ) 


First, "our class" in socialism will be non-existent. Second, 
although it will not be necessary to convert the last Hottentot 
to our position, it will be mandatory that socialism be inter- 
national. Further, it is reasonable to suptose that workers 
throughout the world, faced with identical conditions, aided 
by modern communications, will react politically in similar 
fashions at given periods, facilitating the revolution simul- 
taneously at an appropriate time -- assuming of course that 

we don't forestall this by our own elimination in a nuclear 
World War Jaa. 


if a society etreeiverchose™to uss Mahoreyouemensweor 11a 
society possessed so-called industrial wniens, this would rot 
qualify such @ society as a socialist one, and we weuld opvcse 
it. Such measures and establishments would be eacnomic slonss 
for existins capitalist features. Labels can be easily und 
incorrectly applied, while majoritiss, to date, have been 
renowned for their mistakes. 

ith sincerity, do coteravulate the teckvorsmon sie DitsGgussicn 
PMT Lor IOneauans 2 SOC 1 Sciences tomuty, AcCoscraoc ue 


tHiagsemabile to participate. 


And novweiitine.. have s un 
mental differences in the achievement precess of our two di 
erent objectives, must criticize your yellow sheet included 


* 
in the #13 Bulletin, entitled "Some Cuestions For Labor Day.” 


ead that, to again demonstrate our Sunda— 
pene 


Surely when you nose 4 litany of such cuestions, for "union 3 
leaders" and for the rest of us to think about, the implica- 
tion is an invitation to reformism -- not revolution. Porhans 
this was not the intent but without a ecncise clarification 
this is the impression that I feel is created, And of course, 
looking te the future, a knowledgeable working class will have 
me use Tor "leaders" of any kind, either of the union variety 
cr othervise, or 2 need to ask them uny cuestions ~shutsoever. 
They wi I) already: know weet sthaw wemteemamao. FO sabebe 


Hen, Your suestionnsire cencludest sth cesta) “imdinger: 


" “hy can’t American working people use the industries 
we built and the technology we develcped ulong with 
our sountry's resources and cur labor and nroduce 
everything all Americuns need for 4 good life? “hy 

couldn't we end unemployment and poverty by sharing 

the work and the things we preduce?” ( all this 
apitalizea ). 


This whole statement snacks of 4 nationalistic, parcchial 
approach -~ the very antithesis to "our socialism." You 
should be addressing the international workinc class not 
the "Anerican “"orking People.” And thelterm "our country” 
is a misnomer that you have committed pnreviously,respec- 
fully notwithstending my past correction. I repeat -- 
the working class have no country. 


The statement ™ecncludces ‘7th ey seam emule Gicker cid: 
the things we produce?". But this is net socialism.’ “uoting 
from Marx, "Yrom each according to his ability, to each 
according to his needs.” The term "Sharing" is I think 
ill-chosen and implies a shortage or restrictions which will 
necessitate presumably the ever-popular labor vouchers being 
handed out by others -- the new "leaders” or "governors", 
perhaps? 


Secialism does not mean that all individual desires and 
appetites must be identical and that all individual contri- 
butions to society must be of ecual merit. In socialism each 
of us will do our best, and satisfy our needs as they arise, 
in an international society whose productive technology has 
mede all this both practical and humanely desirable. 


I imagine that most of the readers of the Discussion Bulletin 
have at least one vital area in common -- 4 healthy hatred cf 
the prevailing system. Because of this I truly hope that my 
letter is not found to be unnecessariliy argumentative or 
nitpicking in quality. That assuredly was not the intent. "Te 
are all potentiul comrades and I appreciate the opportunity 


of this exchange, Touts yrs meee 
“Tith best wishes. Seal None Se 


Samuel ena 
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Ben Perry 


Cin order to avoid terminal boredom, readers will be pleased to hear that 
this article is being forcibly concluded with this issue of the DBE. This 
has meant skimming through the last part of this installment and any prob- 
lems that readers may have been having with the my exposition and == scholar-— 
ship will probably be multiplied. Besides the editorial deadline, I am 
anxious to get on with the SLP history project mentioned in the last issue. 
Nonetheless, I am still interested in (someday) revising and completing this 
essay which should have dealt in some detail with the aftermath of the i970 
national conference. One problem is the mass of documentation available and 
my difficulty in leaving out details of interest to hardly anyone. ANYWAY 4 
I would appreciate in hearing from anyone with comments or corrections. 1 


The DeLeonist Groups Prepare to Unite 


The Northeast Regional Conference, Feb. 1970, was considered a success by 
everyone except the Daniel Deleon League. The NERC had called for a similar 
nation-wide conference to be held for a week in the summer with Ann = Arbor 
the suggested site. SCC/NY was to act temporarily as a national office and 
committees on trade union activity and national organization had been chosen 
en. SLIG/Southern California would continue publishing the Hulletin. Num- 
erous position papers had been "adopted for further consideration” because 
of tack of time to debate them. Their topics varied from “Weakness and 
Dangers of a Society Organized Solely on the SIU Concept" to "Intersex 
Relations”. It is safe to say that the DDL and Industrial Commonwealth 
Committee (the Ann Arbor group) objected to almost every stand adopted, 
either on principle or as being inconsistent with the role of a revolution- 


ary party. The ICC, however, supported the idea of a summer unity 
conference and only the DDL opposed it. Sam Brandon wrote "that the deci- 
sion to hold a national coference is premature inasmuch as the tactics and 
goal are still unresolved." He well may have been right. 


Ideological division within the DeLeonist community was not limited to the 
orthodoxy of the DDL and ICC versus all the rest. The bylaws of the unified 
SCC were not wholly satisfactory to the Fhiladelphia branch since they 


called for “democratic centralism”. SCC/Fhila. ratified the bylaws to 
avoid undercutting the summer conference but it made its objections to them 
clear. The DeLeonist-Trotskyists, who were a minority even within SCC/NY, 


continued to push for vanguardism and transitional demands and there was a 
very lively exchange of papers in the discussion bulletin now renamed the 
SIU Discussion Bulletin. Whether or not Faufman and Lowy were "true" 
DeLeonists is subject to debate, but their essays in the SIUDB showed a 
close knowledge of De Leon’s works and were much more scholarly than those 


of their opponents whose replies were frequently superficial. Fhiladel— 
phia*s ideas on organizational autonomy and workers councils were alsa 
unorthodox. They received more support and succeeded in selling quantities 


of London Solidarity literature but they also were a minority faction. 
Several individuals, notably Dallas Reynolds, wanted to abandon conventional 


terminology including the widely misunderstood word “socialism”. (Reynolds 
wrote several brief articles for the SIUDB, some of them previewing concepts 


that he would later put into his "Mack Reynolds" novels. His enthusiasm and 
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optimism were notable and his suggestions ranged from ideas for several 
sublicatioans to international arganization.) Mast of the non-SLF Deleonists 
remained tasically orthodex but were open to new ideas. 


“ithough Ann Arbor had criginally been nominated by the NERC as the national 
conference (NC) site, f@ five locations were suggested including a camp 
site in California, northern Vermont, Fhiladeilphia and Minnesota. Eventual — 
(y¥y, Ann Arbor was chosen for its central location and the existence of the 
-CO with its few but efficient members. Two plans for rumning the NC were 
submitted. Ben Perry suggested that any avowed DeLeonist group or individ—- 
ual be permitted to attend. Any delegation with authority te install the 
represented group in a new organization would be given as many votes as they 
hed members. Delegates lacking such authorization would have only votes for 


themselves. Proxies could be chosen as desired. {The foregoing applied to- 
yote=s an "substantive" matters. Procedural questions would be settled by 
one vote per delegate.) Anyone could attend as an observer if they had an 
invitation from a delegate. The mew organization would tke completely 


launched at the conferen: The ICC suggested a second plan which gave each 
delegate one vote per 5s branch members, excluded SLF members, and re- 
quired a referendum after the conference. 


Pleas from several groups, particularily the Detroit (Revolutionary Socialist 

Committee), caused the DDL to reconsider its opposition to the conference. 

: in a letter from Brandon to Paul Frank of the RSC, Hrandon opposed 

the Philadelphia suggestion that the delegates make time available for non- 

DeLeanist groups since "we know the prerams of these groups and feel that 

they are mot...in the interest of the working class." Others besides the 

+ PDL opposed inviting non-DeLeonist speakers because of the limited time. 

The JCC feared "Cldecture, lecture, lecture — and your audience will be 

reduced to a stupar...and acceptance of almost anything is a foregone coan- 
clusion.” 


An cutgrowth of the NERC had been a committee chosen te prepare a report on 
national organization. Tt included Ben Ferry and Avram Osborne of Philadel-— 
phiae and Malcolm Kaufman of SCC/NY. Faufman and Ferry drew up drafts but, 
Since Gsborne supported FPerry*s and because of geographical considerations, 
Faufman was not involved in the final report. The Report on National Org- 

ion was an ambitious undertaking nearly twenty pages long (most of it 
wed in STUDB na. @:. Its five parts include "Orthodoxy and Isolation” 
rich the introduction describes as “an argument against the SLF resistance 
to mew ideas, a resistance which 15 carried over by a number of DeLeonists 
Gutside of the SLF. Tt dealt with the negative reaction of socialist 
industrial union Supporters te the idea of workers councils and with the 
difficulty of dealing with iastances in a genersl anti-reform stand. SC paas 
WAGE ralses, Civil rights l!egisltation and lawe libe mq requirements for 
minor parties appearing on the ballot are all questions that have divided 
“anti-reformist" revolutionaries. Part two, "Vanguardism and Democratic 
Centralism" cendemned “these Leninist concepts". It relied heavily on Danny 
Gabriel Cotim-Bendit*s "Obsolete Communism". Fart three, “Arguinent for 
Decentralization”, called for the new organization to be organized as a 
"federation of independent locals" arguing that centralization destroys 
local creativity. Part four, "Statement of Furpose” aSsed argani- 
zation stand and was a Philadelphia rewrite of London Selidarity*s "As We 
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optimism were notable and his suggestions ranged from ideas for several 
sublications to international organization.) Most of the non-SLF Deleonists 
remained basically orthodox but were open to new ideas. 


Sithough Ann Arbear had originally been nominated by the NERC as the national 
-onference (NC) site, n@ five locations were suggested including a camp 
Site in California, northern Vermont, Philadeiphia and Minnesota. Eventual—- 
ly, Ann Arbor was chosen for its central location and the existence of the 
-CO with its few but efficient members. Two plans for running the NC were 
submitted. Ben Perry suggested that any avowed DeLeonist group or individ- 
ual be permitted to attend. Any delegation with authority te install the 


had members. Delegates lacking such authorization would have only votes for 


themselves. Proxies could be chosen as desired. (The foregoing applied ta- 
votes oan "substantive" matters. Frocedural questions would be settled by 
one vote per de@legate.) Anyone could attend ac an observer if they had an 
invitation from a delegate. The mew organization would ke completely 


launched at the conference. The ICS suggested a second plan which gave each 
delegate one vote per seven branch members, excluded SLF members, and re- 
quired a referendum after the canference. 


Fleas from several groups, particularily the Detroit (‘Revolutionary Socialist 
Committee), caused the DDL to reconsider its opposition to the conference. 
Howey er , in a letter from Brandon to Paul Frank of the RSC, Hrandon opposed 
the Philadelphia suggestiom that the delegates make time available for nmon- 
DPeLeonist groups since "we know the programs af these groups and feel that 
they are mot...inm the int st of the working class.” Others besides the 
DDL opposed inviting non-DeLeonist speakers because of the limited time. 
The ICC feared "Clilecture, lecture, lecture —- and your audience will be 


reduced to a stupor...and acceptance of almost anything is a foregone con- 


clusion. 


Bi cutgrowth of the NERC had been a committee chosen to prepare a report on 
national organization. It included Ben Perry and Avram Osborne of Philadel- 
Bphia and Malcolm Kaufman of SCC/NY. Kaufman and Ferry drew up drafts but, 
Since Osborne supported FPerry*s and because of geographical considerations, 
Faufman was not involved in the final report. The Reppert on National Org- 
ation was an ambitious undertaking nearly twenty pages long (mest of it 
5 fared in SIUDB no. 33. Its five parts include "Orthodoxy and Isolation” 
which the introduction describes as “an argument against the SLF resistance 
to mew ideas, a resistance which is carried over by a number of DeLeonists 
Gubeirde of ‘the |§ Sika fi dealt with the negative reaction of socialist 
industrial union supporters te the idea of workers councils and with the 
difficulty of dealing with z:nstances in a general anti-reform stand. EaChage 

2 elses, Civil rights legislation and laws libera requirements for 
minor parties appearing on the ballot are all qu et t have divided 
“anti-reformist" revolutionaries. Fart two, “Vanguardism and Democratic 
Centralism" ceandemned "these Leninist concepts". relied heavily on Danry 
Gabriel Cohm-Bendit*s “Obsolete Comminiem". Part three, “Argument for 
Decentralization", called for the new organization to be organized as a 
"federation of independent locals" arguing that centralization destroys 
local creativity. Part four, "Statement of Furpe Ww a proposed argani-~ 
zation stand and was a Philadelphia rewrite of London Solidarity "Re We 
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See It". The last part was "The Froposed Bylaws" which reflected the com- 
mittee *s ideas on organization. 


One other viewpoint needs mentioning, Ed Spira’s 4-Front Strategy. Spira, 
like the TUF/DDL members, had spent most of his DeLeonist career outside of 
the SLP. Unlike the DDL’ers, he had often agitated for his ideals in mon- 
Del.eonist organizations. In the Junme 1970 SIUDB, in an article titied "4- 
Frant Strategy and Ferspective and Cammentary", he explained how the tradi- 
tional DeLeonist “two front” strategy of political action and industrial 
organization should be amplified. The political front was te include bath 
electoral and single issue political activity. The industrial front would 
involve both socialist industrial unionism and "society-at-large oriented” 
or community agitation. These ideas were not actually original: Many 
DeLeonists now supported what they considered non-reformist immediate de- 
mands, and SLIG/SC was questioning the concept of socialist government based 


solely on SIU’s. Spira’s paper used unconventional acromyms: RSIU Crevolue 
tionary socialist industrial unions), MDL (Marxist DeLeonism) and STFS 
(strategy of the theoretical peaceful solution). Tt was written in rather 


opaque jargon and argued that it reaffirmed the principles of the Communist 
Manifesto. Spira called for "graduated democratic centralism"” (ranging from 
"full local and individual autonomy" to "near total mobilization of human 
and other resources"). He "Caccepted] most of the assumptions upon which a 
so-called transitional...perspective is based..." Analogy (albeit "rough 
and somewhat inexact") was made between the four proposed fronts and mili- 
tary use of artillery, infantry, combat engineers, and combat and recon- 
naissance patrols. Through compromise, some 4-Front terminology appeared in 
resolutions adopted by the conference but it does not appear that this 
faction ever contained more than one person. 


The National Conference 


26 delegates met Aug. 9, 1970 in an Ann Arbor fraternity house. They 
represented some 83 DeLeonists, a faction 10-15 percent of the size of the 
Socialist Labor Party. Several who left the SLF during the 1967-70 split 
were not represented but an equivalent number had never been in the party so 
that the conference was a fair representation of the size of the split. a 
poll taken of occupations showed that they ranged from housewives and = stu- 
dents to owner of a textile business. Members of the Detroit RSC were too 
poor to collectively own a typewriter and had planned to commute daily and 
bring their own food. Other delegates arrived at the conference in a Con- 
tinental. The teaching profession was well represented; a census breakdown 
would have described the majority as professionals or white collar workers. 
The ground rules were close to those suggested by Ben Ferry except that full 
representation was given to all groups whether or not they had previousiy 
authorized automatic incorporation into a new organization. Also, groups 
were suspicious of Ferry and New York SCC"s willingness to permit extensive 
participation by outsiders. (Some members of the International Socialists 
and an SLF member did arrive later as observers.) Tt is the writer’s 
somewhat hazy recollection that the decision to give full representation to 
every group was the first controversial issue: It had previously been 
agreed that non-substantive questions would be settled by one vote per 
delegate and chairman Ralph Muncy (who favored full representation for all 
groups although the DDL and ICC had declined to join the new organization 
without referendum) ruled that the question of representation was not a 
substantive matter. 
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ve conference elected nine committees to report an such matters as intern: 
erganization, atement of principles, agitation, literature and publica- 


fions, etc. Menber ship in the committees was divided among various tenden- 
cies in a fair manner. Minutes of the conference do mat adequately canvey 
he contentiousness of reports of the various committees. The question of 


2n organization name brought aut the dissension that existed between those 
coat favored overt use of the term "socialist" and these who felt that it 
sGary obstacle in trying ta convert those prejudiced by popular 


eae am UNNe 


e.s5use of the word. The Organization Mame and Emblem Committee suggested 
Secialist League for Industrial Government, Socialist League for Economic 
DTemacracy, Socialist Reconstruction, Seacial Reconstruction or League for 
saCial Reconstruction. (Names mot recommended since they had not done well 


2s informal polling included Cooperative Commonwealth, Futurist, Fartisans 
=o Revolutionary Progress, Socialist Unionism Farty amd others.) A runoff 
ste took place between Socialist Reconstruction and Social Reconstruction. 
e former was chosen. 


— cometitution was adapted unanimously. Tt substantially reflected the 


-shorne/FPerry Report on onal Organization. Local branches were ta be 
“sderated within the national organization" and a "“member"s rights vis-a— 


-is the mational organization... could not bel contravened by his arnich. " 
-srcelved e ses of the SLF“s National Secretary and National Executive 
Committee were to be eliminated by a National Secretary and National Admini- 
strative Council who would lack any policy-making powers except in excep~ 
c.onal conditions. Referenda, recalls and literal allowances for proxy 
-otes were designed to be safeguards against abuse of office. 


Salph Muncy was chosen as interim National Secretary with several Michigan 
sembers to act as an interim NAC. The local greups were asked ta confirm 
their intentions to be part of Socialist Reconstruction and choose amang the 
-aricgus members mominated to be officers. Various actions of the Conference 
sncluding merging the SCCs’ Socialist Forum and the DDL*s DeLegnist as well 


aS various proposed resolutions were also submitted for referendum, 


The Aftermath 


The SIUDE continued to app r regularly. Contributions to the bulletin 
showed that the divisions in evidence before and during the conference were 
ict) 6 6moderated by continuing gisci CHT a Urgent opposition to the use of a 
name with “Socialist” in it » ressed by several. "& Draft Program far 
5ocial Reconstruction” Zaufran and Lowy was almost universally opposed, 
Sven condemned, able to find any legitimate use for transi- 
=ionmalism. The call for @ nom-violent stand, esneciall : f/SC was 
.abelled) “sacial-pacifism" by Kaufman. Jigs Gardner took « stand 
against college demonstratars and single-issue agitation Saying that the 
pasic issue was only exploitation. 


When SIUDE mo. 19 appeared with the res: of the referendum, twelve manths 


after the first issue, all afr the iocal (g} ant ge ec 
Was announced that the new National Secretary would be eee? 


the 
glut ar 


SLIG/BA but A majority cf the NAC and the editorial board, 
4ere to be made up of DDL or ICC members. All canference 
adopted except one an drugs authored by Avram Osborne. The r 


Reconstruction” was officially adopted, 
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The decline and demise of SR can only be dealt with briefly here. Jigs 
Gardner dropped out ef the editorial board and was replaced by Osborne. A 
majority of the ERB now wanted the new publication, Socialist Reconstruction, 


ta be non-traditional. Controversy froze editorial activity while SR/NY? 
(the old SCC/NY group) continued to publish Secialist Forum and &R/Fhila. 
(formerly SCC and soon to become Fhiladelphia Solidarity) started its own 
Solidarity Newsletter. They were condemned for this altheugh no constitu 
tional violation could be shown and both branches agreed not ta promote 
their publications as official SR organs. SE finally appeared as a single 
mimeographed issue but many members found its content and graphic quality 
mediocre. A projected questions and answers pamphlet aroused so much con- 
traversy that work on it was eventually discontinued. SIRWANNES Gcines i Prene 
skyist branch") was expelled although National Secretary Forsyth and 
SR/Phila., while unsympathetic with SR/NY2*s politics, felt that this was at 
best premature. (At worst it Seemed like deja vu to an SLF attitude toward 
organizational opposition.) No national leaflets or pamphlets appear to 
have ever been issued and after a 1972 national conference, the organization 
broke up into its constituent parts. 


Some years later, another conference was unsuccessful in establishing unity. 
However, the Industrial Union Party was again reorganized with Sam Brandon 
as National Secretary. When the Ann Arbor branch left over a jurisdictional 
controversy, it was left with only two branches. SLIG/Minneapolis cantinued 


over the years becoming eventually the New Union Farty. It along with the 
TUP and the ICC (Ann Arbor) are the only really DeLeonist groups left from 
Shee The NUF has soft-pedalled traditional socialist terminolooy and is by 
far the most active ex-SLF group. SLIG/SC became the League for Economic 


Democracy and then the League for Ecological Democracy and is now apparently 
no longer a revolutionary Socialist organization in the usual sense. Fhila- 
delphia Solidarity in 1976 organized the Wooden Shoe book store and gradual— 


ly faded away as a Separate entity. The store is primarily anarchist in 
lockout. SR/MNY2 continued as Socialist Forum issuing a regular newsletter 
for several years and then suddenly announced its demise. The Bay Area, 
Detroit and Fontiac, MI branches faded away completely. New local groups in 
Size Louis (Workers Democracy) and Grand Rapids have appeared. WD is espe- 


cially non-traditianal in qutlock. 


Conclusion 


Despite promising starts, great enthusiasm and participation by many tal- 
ented people, the 1967-70 dissenters failed to establish an enduring organi-— 
zation. Research inta SLF history shaws tnat there have been innumerable 


= 


splits and that some had as much promise as the one 15 years aga. 


Fartly the numbers have been too small and the projected new parties lacked 


the “eritical mase" to survive. €An exception was the 1899 split where the 
dissidents may have actually formed 4 majority. Another cause seems to be 
the surprising differentiation into opposing tendencies. The monolithic 
ideclogy is partly the result of the isolation of the members from new ideas 
and the making of that ideclogy by a very fen. The corrollary to that is 


that ai truly open and democratic party may well be unable to cohere under 
the turbulent and repressive conditions of modern capitalism. The Socialist 
Party, once many times the size of the SLP, continually splintered and then 
eventually disappeared. The SLF however remained through the decades while 
constantly shrinking as every few years a few dissidents rediscovered its 
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with perhaps 220 members and with 
s 


basic problems. Today’s SLP, of course, 
story. It may 


mean age probably past 60, hardly constitutes a succes 
itself be below the necessary critical mass. 

To those of us who moved away from Marxist-DeLeonism, the most basic problem 
attachment to cometantly obsoalescing formulas, its rejec- 
tion of genuine science, and its unwillingness to rely on its members * 
Capacity for thought and decision. Those of us in Philadelphia Solidarity 
that the bottom-up control of society that is the essence of socialism 


was its continual 


felt 

must be the basis of any truly revalutionary organization. Anything else 

reflects and reproduces class society. This implies cansiderable autonomy 

far the local branches. It is hoped that the lack of coordination will be 
teachni ques. There 


offset by the the circulation of vigorous mew ideas and 
that DeLeonists who have previously rejected these concepts may 


are signs 
to give them a chance. It would appear that they have 


now be willing 
nothing to lose. 


Pinocchio at the Unemployment Office ~- by Don Fitz (Concluded) 


Chapter 18. "..THE HOUR THAT THE SHIP COMES IN" 


"What ship?" the puppet wanted to know. 


"Tt's like your union organizing. When you explain it, you might 

think that someone who's arguing is totally against the idea. But, 

you might hear the same person repeating it after several weeks. 
‘Oh, the time will come up 


when the winds will stop 
and the breeze will cease to be a breathin' 


like the stillness in the wind 
before the hurricane begins 


the hour that the ship comes in. 
You know the poet, I'm sure. Now, how does the rest of the song go?" 


"IT know you're right, Father. But, these questions keep going through 
my mind and I wanted to see what you would say.'"" The puppet fanned 
the stell flame and smoke started to rise. "What is that poem?" 


"No place like the belley of the Land Shark for developing theory. 
You agree, Pinocchio?" 


"Sure. And I remember the poem. It's..." 


“HARUMPH!'' The ship they were standing on shook. 


"HARUMPH!" 
The shark gave @ tremendous cough and the ship went flying out. 


wes broad daylight and Pinocchio could see Industrial Avenue. 


ite 


But, before they had gotten clear of the shark, the diabolical beast 
grabbed a light saber in its teeth and slashed Yoda in two. The old 


Master fell dead. 


As it started to move, they both held tight. 'HARRARRARRUMPH!" 


"Father: Father''" Pinocchio screamed. "Now's when I need you." 
"Now's when you're stuck with thinking on your own.'' Pinocchio looked 
up and Ag the Good Fairy in the crow's nest, his dress flapping in 
the wind. 


"I thought you were dead.” 


"A lot of other people did, too. At the time, it was safest for me to 
let them think that." 


Now that the ship was out of the belley of the Land Shark, its own 
dynamic moved it forward. As it passed by the levee, fishers jumped 
out of the way, laughing for joy. It rolled gently to its left side 
and smashed the gates of the electric plant. Several workers climbed 
aboard. The ship picked up speed despite the extra weight. It rolled 
upright and then to the other side, smashing the doors of a printing 
shop and picking up more workers. It kept swaying from side to side 
as schools crashed open. 


An image of Yoda appeared in front of Pinocchio. "Steer carefully, 
my Son. People from all over are watching this ship." 


"Steer carefully? JI can hardly hold on!" Pinocchio answered. "And 
this swaying is making me seasick. It's a real drag." 


"IT love drag!" the Good Fairy yelled down from the crow's nest. 


"How can you enjoy this?” the puppet called up. "I never know when 
we're gonna crash." 
"I love it!" he yelled again. "The best time for Good Fairys to come 


out is on a ship ride: 
Chapter 19. P.M. YUM BREAKS OUT 


The ship smashed through the front window of the Unemployment Office 
and came to an abrubt halt. 


Mrs. Smith put the cover on the typewriter she had used for 30 years. 
"I do believe that the ship has arrived," she said quietly as she took 
each paper off her desk and neatly filed it. When the desk was clean, 
she stood up, pulled out a red bandana from her purse, and went running 
through the office shouting, "Whooo-up! Whooo-uuup! Wheee-cooo! The 
ship's come in.' She picked up her supervisor and tossed him out the 
same window the ship had smashed through. 


One worker after another began doing the same thing. P.M. Yum had been 
asleep upstairs. But, he jerked out of his easy chair and ran down the 
steps. "Am I dreaming?" he asked, pinching himself on the bottom. He 


raised his paws and squealed, "We'll meet all your demands‘ 


But Pinocchio shouted from the bow of the ship, "Your days are num- 
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bered!" Several workers took Yum upstairs and locked him in his office. 


Without anyone telling them what to do, people started electing their 
own coordinators. Someone asked Pinocchio, "Should we rotate the 
coordinators every day? Should everyone have a turn?" 


Before he could answer, someone else broke in, "That's too ineffi- 
cient. People have to have a job long enough to know how to do it. 
What do you think, Pinocchio?" 


"I think that problem happens a lot. My Father gave me a book that 
mentioned it. But I.can't say that I read it.'' The puppet stroked 
his chin nervously. 


The fox jumped in the middle of the room and began giving orders. 
"Stop: Stop: Listen to me! I'm Professor Slavery and I know what 
I'm talking about. If you don't turn the workplace back over to the 
bosses, you'll threaten the election. We're running this wonderful 
peri Conductor, who is sensitive to the plight of working people 
and... 


The fox was interrupted by an unrecognizable puppet which looked like 

a cross between a turkey and a swan. The creature walked right over 

the fox and rudely stood on its snout. "Workers' control is progres- 

sive against capitalism but reactionary when the pure vanguard is in / 
power. The Central Committee of the pure vanguard has decreed that 

you may run this office until we reconstitute the State." 


One of the workers objected, "We'll never figure out how to reorganize 


this place with those fools jabberyapping at us! 


Someone else pointed out, "But they have an occassional good idea 
along with all their nutty ones. What do you think, Pinocchio? How 
can we do our work without shutting off people's right to speak? 


How have others done it?" 


"Uhh-h-h. I think that's been a problem,’ the puppet gulped. I 
almost got to that chapter, but..." 


"Pandy's breaking out!" came a voice from upstairs. 


"Who?'’ Pinocchio ran to see. 
"The Director, P.M. Yum. He's a bear, you know, a pandy." 


As he looked through the glass siding of the Director's door, 
Pinocchio gasped in disbelief. Pandy Moanie Yum was breaking 
out. He was covered with red splotches. The Office Manager was 
allergic to revolution, and, whenever workers seized control of 
their offices, he broke out from head to toe. The bear moaned 
pitifully, "One rash act leads to another.” 


"I sort of feel sorry for him, Pinocchio whispered in a low 
voice, "There must be nothing more embarrassing for a bureau- 


cratic bear than to be covered with red splotches." 


Downstairs, the office was in complete disarray. Everyone was 
frantic about the river. The revolutionary storms upstream meant 
that the river would soom be cresting with a tremendous wave. 

The only way to push back the Wave of Reaction would be for every- 
one to sandbag together. But nothing was coordinated. None of 
the workplaces knew what other workplaces were doing. Small 
groups tried to sandbag here and there, but there were big holes 
with no protection. 


Pinocchio could see it approaching from the window. Silently, he 
thought to himself, "I wonder. If I had read more of Yoda's 
stuff, would I have been able to warn them that this thing was 
coming?" 


The rushing current gushed in between the gaps in the sandbag 
walls and swept the puppet off his feet, knocking him unconscious. 
In less than a minute, the mindless Wave of Reaction washed away 
everything hundreds of workers had created. Nothing was left but 
memories. 


Chapter 20. PINOCCHIO BECOMES A REAL REVOLUTIONARY 


The Wave must not have realized what it was carrying across town 
because it left the puppet unharmed at Yoda's old house. When he 
came to, he looked up to see the Talking Cricket and Good Fairy 
standing over him. 


"I feel like if I had acted differently, things might not have 
turned out so badly." Pinocchio tried to arrange his tail so that 
it wouldn't be noticeable. He didn't want any more questions 
about Bigness Mountain. 


"It's hard to tell how much we can really affect events, Pinocchio." 
the Good Fairy tried to comfort him. "But don't be so ashamed of 
your tail or someone will think you're dating a feminist." 


At that, the Talking Cricket rolied on the floor, kicking and 
screaming, "I can't stand it. I can't stand it. Everytime 
someone tells this story, it's the same thing. A little boy 
puppet who's about to have some great bodily changes is anxious 


about being seen with a long nose and two hairy ears.'' The 
ericket's tantrum was getting worse. His face turned red as he 
rolled on his back and waved his legs furiously. "This is too 


much for me to take. The Freudian symbolism is beneath human 
decency." 


"Well, then, it's a good thing you're none too human," retorted 
the Good Fairy, who leaned back with his hands behind his head. 
"Revolutionary consciences are so full of the hangups of bourg- 
eois society that they're too uptight to be creative. Their 
ability to develop new social relationships is limited, to say 
the least." 
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Tre Good Fairy ignored the cricket and turned to Pinocchio. "In 
spite of your weird trips, you've got a good heart, kid. So 
i've got a little something that I think could help you become a 
real revolutionery. Is that what you want?" 


“More than anything else.'" The puppet reached out for a copy of 


Tne Proceedings of the First Convention of the Industrial Workers 
SHE CCC CTT SORE CR Se Oe ee OSE NGUS ELL aL eWerke rs 


Gsmencuvormiae What's so sfecial about that? 


"Hot much, except the people it's gone through. It's an original 
copy that's been handed down from socialist to socialist since 
1905. See Gt Mitsdoessaniy thm romeyotmen 


As Pinocchio graspec it, he felt a tingling sensation. As he 
walkec around the table to leok at the book, he just picked up 

his feet and put them down as the floor moved by underneath. Me 
could reach out and touch the wall, but it seemed a mile away. 
Then the pflashes started. The first one kept going eround and 
arounc his head. The picture of Yoda was looking straight at hin. 
It seemed to be about to speak. Pinocchio looked deep into Yoda's 
eyes and thought, "Don't tell me to study history any more. I 
know. I know." Yoda's gaze was different, now. As if he under- 
stood. 


The next plfash went down his spine. It was a yellow pflash. 
Although he couldn't see it, Finocchio knew the pflash was a yei- 
low one because it pflashed yellow. His eyes met those of the 
cricket. "No, cricket,” Pinocchio thought as he looked at it in- 
tently, “you don't need to tell me to let workers know about so- 
cialism. Don't worry." The cricket knodded as only crickets who 


heve talked can knod. 


New the pflashes were shooting through his arms and legs. His 
mand floated up and he saw the Good Fairy through his fingers. 
‘Yes, Fairy. We're finding new ways to deal with each other. 
Yes. Without bosses." 


Tae Geed Fairy's thoughts were very clear to Pinocchio. He 

o a at his hand as the fairy wanted him to. His hand was 
ery different. Pinocchio's haze was lifting. "My hand. My 
Mage it's not wood. It's...it's....and....myetatl usp cones: 
-cechio lifted his hand to his head. "Those horrible donkey 
eers aren't there. And my nose. It's...a real nose.” 


Tze Good Fairy held up a mirror in front of him. "Can you dig 


= reci. i'ma real revolutionary." 
T.%.W. dces it for the best of us." 
@mecrct. Thank you, fairy.” Pinoecnio hugged 


= one. "If only my Father could see me, too. But 
(over) 
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I know just how to be a real revolutionary. I'm gonna tell every- 
one at work that our jobs’ are so lousy because capitalism is con- 
stantly breaking work down into simpler tasks. More and more, 
they rob us of creative participation in the production of social 


needs. The whole process reflects the dehumanizing trend of 
capitalist production.” 


Pinocchio wanted to make sure that they could hear him, so he 
climbed on the kitchen table and continued. "I'm gonna tell ev- 
eryone that we can't fight it by escaping or getting drunk after 
work. Cause the alienating nature of capitalism confronts us in 
every part of our lives. We can't transcen capitalist property 
relations within capitalist society. So we gotta build a new 
society without exploiters." 


Pinocchio was starting to sweat, so he loosened his collar and 
rolled up his sleeves before he went on. "And I'll tell ‘em 
that we won't get anywhere by replacing a bad set of bosses with 
enlightened ones. We have to develop new forms of collective 
struggle that prefigure a nonexploitative process of production. 
And we have to remember that class society cannot be negated by 
counter-institutions, except to the extent that those counter- 
institutions provide the ontogenesis of the concept of collective 
consciousness in such a way that the idea becomes a material 
force by becoming manifest at a historic juncture with the reor- 
ganization of the labor process so that that process is itself 
negated by ending the dichotomy between labor and non-labor." 


“That's obvious," agreed the Good Fairy. 


Pinocchio jumped off the table and wiped the sweat from his 
forehead. "I need to get to work and explain it.” 


The cricket stared at him, dumbfounded and unable to move. 
"Oh, no," he gasped. 


Pinocchio ran back and gulped something down. "If I'm gonna 
cover this every day, I'll need a bowlful of dialectics for 
breakfast each morning." (cont'd on p. 2) 


